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MU works to link strongest areas of study 

New media, food are two key areas. 

By: Janese Heavin 

Mondav, October 19,2009 

It doesn't take a rocket scientist to figure out that what you eat affects your health. And 
common sense will tell you why you eat differently in social situations or why our 
ancestors had to gorge themselves when food was available to survive less plentiful days. 

But enter an agricultural program in a typical college and you' 11 likely never step foot in a 
medical school, psychology department or anthropology class. 

The University of Missouri is ready to change that structure by ramping up its existing 
strengths. 

Mizzou Advantage is a plan that aims to get bright minds from across campus working 
together to solve real-life problems. Provost Brian Foster unveiled the initiative last 
month after spending three years alongside hundreds of faculty members identifying 
MU'S strengths and figuring out how to better promote those areas. 

Mizzou Advantage highlights five key areas: 

Food for the Future. In addition to linking agriculture and nutrition to health and 
medicine, this initiative suggests other disciplines - such as social sciences, history and 
film studies - include food-related topics in select courses. Pat Okker, chairwoman of 
the English department, said she could see where literature would have a place in 
discussions about food as well. 

"Many of those" food-related fields "have to recognize the cultural meaning of food," she 
said. For instance, "birthday cake isn't just flour and sugar; it's got a cultural meaning to 
it." 

New Media. This initiative would promote interdisciplinary work between the Missouri 
School of Journalism and engineering to develop new media technologies. It also looks at 
how new media and the digital information era affect other disciplines, such as business 
and policymaking. 



One Health, One Medicine. MU'S medical and veterinary schools and animal science 
program already work together on research projects, but this would strengthen that 
collaboration and add public health and safety issues to those studios. 

Sustainable Energy. This initiative calls for taking better advantage of MU'S reactor wd 
promoting biofuels while also tying agribusiness opportunities, transportation, public 
policy and rural sociology into energy-related studies. 

Disruptive and Transformational Technologies. Fields such as media, biomedical scieilce 
and energy are changing with new technologies, and this area will work to ensure MU is 
ready to take advantage of new opportunities. 

In the coming months, a facilitator will be hired in each of those areas to coordinate 
projects. The facilitators will be senior faculty members already familiar with MU'S 
strengths, Foster said. 

The university this year is allocating $4 million from general operating funds to provide 
extra resources to the initiatives. A phased-in funding plan eventually calls for $6 million 
to better support Mizzou Advantage goals. 

The funding also will create certifications in those key areas. For instance. a student 
majoring in health policy might add 15 credit hours to also earn a certificate in Food for 
the Future, or rt journalism major might pick up the New Media program certification. 
Faculty members will design 40 new classes tailored specifically for those certifications. 

The idea, Foster said. is to better prepare students for the work they'll do after they 
graduate. 

Mjzzou Advantage also calls for the university to build stronger relationships with 
poljcyn~akers, industry leiiders and experts in various fields. Ultimately, the goal is to 
ensure research and education is relevant to today's world and that the university has a 
role in solving real-world issues, Foster said. 

Collaboration is key, Okker said. 

"1 really do believe that virtually every major problem we're facing - I don't care if it's 
at the state, national or world level - none of those problems can be solved by the 
knowledge of one discipline," she said. "We have to have students involved in learning 
and solving problems, and interdisciplinary work is precisely what the university needs to 
be doing for students today." 



COLUMBIA MISSOURIAN 

UPDATE: MU freshman dies Monday 
Monday, October 19,2009 
BY Christina Manolis, Ben Wieder 

COLUMBLA - An 18-year-old MU freshman collapsed and died Monday morning, MU Police 
Capt. Brian Weimer said. 

Tracy Fisher of Dallas collapsed at College Avenue and Rollins Street. The Columbia Fire 
Department and University Hospital Ambulance Services were dispatched to the scene at 9:48 
a.m. 

The cause of Fisher's death was unknown Monday evening. The Boone County Medical 
Examiner, Eddie Adelstein, was not available for comment. 

Fisher's parents have been notified, said Frankie Minor, director of MU Residential Lik.  

Fisher was a pre-journalism major and a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon Pi, a Jewish sorority at 
MU. She lived in College Avenue Hall. 

Counseling services are being offered to students at Fisher's residence hall and to her friends, 
Minor said. 
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Freshman collapses, dies Monday 
Tracy Fisher was an involved resident at College Avenue residence hall. 

By Zach Toombs 

Published Oct. 19,2009 

An MU freshman collapsed on College Avenue on Monday morning and died later in the day at 
University Hospital, MU Police Department Capt. Brian Weimer said. 

University Hospital spokeswoman Mary Jenkins confirmed the student was Tracy Fisher, an 18- 
year-old resident of College Avenue residence hall and member of The Maneater staff. 

Weimer said the collapse occurred in the crosswalk at the intersection of College Avenue 'and 
Rollins Street. 

"It happened at around 10 a.m.," Weimer said. "She collapsed arid was sent to the hospital where 
she passed away. We suspect no foul play." 

In an e-mail Monday. College Avenue residence hall coordinator Benjamin Micek notified 
residents of a meeting on the hall's third floor to discuss Fisher's death and provide counseling 
services for students. 

"Tracy was an active member of the College Avenue community and will be missed," Micek 
said in the e-mail. 

Freshman Elise Oggioni, who lives on the hall's third floor, attended the meeting and said 
students were told the cause of Fisher's death had yet to be determined, but there would be an 
autopsy performed either Monday night or Tuesday. 

"At the hall meeting at 3 p.m. they told us what had happened and gave us a chance to share 
anything we might know about the situation," Oggioni said. "There were counselors from the 
MU Counseljng Center there in case anyone needed to talk to them. They basically told us that it 
was OK to be sad about this." 

Oggjoni said Fisher's birthday beirlg Oct. 20 was brought up at the meeting. 

"Tracy's birthday is actually Tuesday and a few people brought up possibly holding some kind of 
remembrance for that," Oggioni said. 


































